The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


Mary Lane Location Whalley - Swan Hotel Type Haunting Manifestation Mary was a maid who 
took her own life after being pressured into giving her child away. 

The Swan Hotel in Whalley had always been a popular spot for travelers passing through the 
area. Its charming architecture and picturesque surroundings made it an ideal destination for 
anyone looking for a peaceful retreat. But little did they know, the hotel had a dark past that was 
waiting to be uncovered. 

It all began when a young maid named Mary Lane was employed at the hotel. She was known 
for her exceptional work ethic and her warm, friendly demeanor. She was loved by everyone 
who met her, but unfortunately, her life took a tragic turn. 

Mary fell pregnant out of wedlock and was faced with a difficult decision - to keep the baby or 
give it away. The hotel's owner, who was a strict and uncompromising man, pressured her into 
giving the child away, saying that it would bring shame to the hotel's reputation. 

Feeling isolated and alone, Mary found solace in the hotel's attic. It was there that she spent 
most of her time, gazing out of the window and dreaming of a life where she could keep her 
child and be happy. 

But the pressure from the hotel's owner became too much for Mary to bear, and she eventually 
took her own life by hanging herself in the attic. Her body was discovered days later by one of 
the hotel's guests, and ever since then, strange things have been happening at the Swan Hotel. 
Guests have reported seeing a ghostly figure in the attic window, and some have even claimed to 
have heard the sound of a woman sobbing. The hotel staff has tried to explain away these 
occurrences, but deep down, they know that the hotel is haunted by the ghost of Mary Lane. 
Years have passed since Mary's tragic death, but her spirit still lingers on in the hotel. Some say 
that she is searching for her lost child, while others believe that she is still trying to come to 
terms with her untimely death. 

Whatever the reason may be, the ghost of Mary Lane continues to haunt the Swan Hotel in 
Whalley, a reminder of the hotel's dark past and the tragic fate of one young maid. 


By Donald Jay. 


